
 

 

PROGRAMME FOR ANNUAL MEETING  

28-29 November 2013 

Felix Meritis, Keizersgracht 324, Amsterdam 

Directions to Felix Meritis 

 

We are very pleased that all members of our International Advisory Board (Aant Elzinga, Tom Gieryn, 

Steven Shapin & Andrew Webster) will be present at the 2013 WTMC annual meeting. Tom Gieryn 

will participate in a discussion about his famous concept of ‘boundary work’ with two current PhD 

students, Andreas Mitszchke and Jaron Harambam. Steven Shapin will hold an open lecture called 

‘Who is the Modern Scientist?’. This will be held early Thursday evening, and is hosted jointly with 

the Huizinga Institute. Aant Elzinga and Andrew Webster are kindly acting as discussants at the 

Dissertation Day being held on 27 November, but will also be present during the annual meeting. In 

addition, we will have discussions about two recent books: Greening Berlin by Jens Lachmund, and 

Virtual Knowledge, edited by Paul Wouters, Anne Beaulieu, Andrea Scharnhorst & Sally Wyatt, and 

including contributions by many other past and present members of WTMC. We will also hear about 

the new Journal of Responsible Innovation, in which several WTMC members are involved; and we 

will think about ‘Science in Transition’, a new project launched by Huub Dijstelbloem and others (see 

next page for more details). 

Please remember to bring copies of recent books, articles, posters to display. 

Please register by 18 October 2013 (Hannie.spronck@maastrichtuniversity.nl). The announcement of 

Steven Shapin’s lecture is also published on WTMC’s website. You will not need to register for this 

again, if you have already registered for the WTMC annual meeting. 

http://www.felix.meritis.nl/en/about-felix-meritis/contact-and-route/


 

Thursday 28 November 2013 

time Activity 

13.30-14.00 Coffee (no lunch)– setting up publication display  

14.00-14.30 Welcome, introductions, update on WTMC policy issues (Sally Wyatt) 
 

14.30-16.00 ‘Science in Transition’: Organized by Huub Dijstelbloem (WRR/UvA) – see below for 
more details 

16.00-17.00 Coffee/snack   

17.00-19.00 Open lecture: ‘Who is the Modern Scientist?’ by Steven Shapin (Harvard) 
Discussants: Floris Cohen (Huizinga) & Laurens Hessels (WTMC) 

19.00-20.00 Reception 

20.00---- Dinner for participants of full WTMC meeting 

 

More about session about ‘science in transition’ 
Science is now in an accelerating transition. The image of the idealistic lone researcher, inspired by the 
messages of Merton, Popper and Polanyi, is receding into history. Science is now nearly fully industrialized in 
scale and size, and largely incorporated into the imperatives of commerce and the state. Its systems of quality 
assurance are seriously afflicted by perverse incentives that reward quantity over quality. Corruption, on both 
the individual and institutional scales, is increasingly seen less as accidental, and more as systemic - although 
still occasional. New communication technologies promise great advances in democratic participation and 
control, but they will require major restructuring of institutions lest they disrupt and degrade the processes of 
governance. And trust, both external and internal to science, on which science depends for its wellbeing and 
even its functioning, will require real openness and transparency for its maintenance.  

 These challenges arise from changes in the material, social and ideological aspects of science, all 
interrelated. As history shows, the survival of scientific excellence in any particular locale is not at all 
guaranteed. Responses of many sorts are now being shaped. To be effective they will require a new dialogue 
among all concerned with the future of science. Out of such a dialogue there can arise a new synthesis that will 
inspire the science of the future as the earlier visions did for science of the past. 

 In January 2013, the project Science in Transition started to respond to these challenges. A 
preparatory group consisting of Jerome Ravetz (Oxford University), Huub Dijstelbloem (WRR/UvA), Frank 
Huisman (Descartes Centre), Frank Miedema (UMCU) and Wijnand Mijnhardt (Descartes Centre) organized a 
series of workshops, a policy meeting and an international conference on the following themes: 

1. Image: the traditional (self-)image of science as a value-free and disinterested endeavour based on 
curiosity vs. the harsh reality of competition, battles over financing, honour, rewards, publications, grants, 
etc.  

2. Trust: what constitutes ‘trust’ in science and scientist? Is it the (skeptical) system of organized distrust 
(checks & balances) or a morality inherent to science and its practitioners? 

3. Quality: reflections on science’s system of self-regulation, peer-review, quality control, etc. 
4. Corruption: sloppy science, fraud, bad pharma, ‘Late Lessons’ etc. 
5. Communication: the tensions between the traditional communication media of science such as books and 

journal articles vs. social media, open access, public controversies, etc. 
6. Democracy: the relationship between science, policy, politics, and the public. The tensions between 

research and decision-making. The role of experts in political debates.  
 

These topics and the evolution of the Science in Transition project will be discussed during the WTMC annual 
meeting. Particular interest will be paid to the question of what STS has to offer and what an STS diagnosis of 
the situation would look like. Participants include Frank Miedema (UMCU), Hans Radder (VU) and Paul Wouters 
(CWTS). 



Friday 29 November 2013 

time Activity 

8.30-9.00 Coffee  

9.00-10.00 Book discussion: Virtual Knowledge, Experimenting in the Humanities and the Social 
Sciences, edited by Paul Wouters, Anne Beaulieu, Andrea Scharnhorst & Sally Wyatt 
(2013, MIT Press). Discussants: Julia Noordegraaf (UvA) & Eleftheria Vasileiadou (UvA 
& VU) 

10.00-10.30 Launch of the Journal of Responsible Innovation, presented by Simone van der Burg 
(Radboud) & Tsjalling Swierstra (UM) 

10.30-11.00 Coffee 

11.00-12.30 Session with Tom Gieryn on ‘boundary work’, with contributions from Jaron  
Harambam (EUR) & Andreas Mitzschke (UM) 

12.30-13.30 Lunch 

13.30-14.30 Book discussion: Greening Berlin. The Co-Production of Science, Politics, and Urban 
Nature, by Jens Lachmund (2013, MIT Press). Discussants: Esther Turnhout (WUR) & 
Willem Halffman (Radboud) 
 

14.30-15.00 Closing remarks by Sally Wyatt 

15.00-15.30 
 

Farewell drink  

15.30-16.30 Closed meeting of International Advisory Board & WTMC Board 

16.30--- Farewell drink for members of IAB & WTMC Board 

 

 

 

 


